
CHAPTER VIPRIVATE 


SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS


This dissertation was devoted to the study of military coups d'etat, one of the most prevalent types of non democratic change of government, but one which has not received a proportional degree of attention under the framework of the public choice literature.


In order to contribute to fill this gap, I have proposed a simple theory which may help us to better understand the subject.  This theory was composed of two building blocks:  the military side of the coup (see Chapter 2), which closely followed the framework developed by Gordon Tullock, and the civilian side (see Chapter 3).


The inclusion of this second building block constitutes the basic difference between my framework and the Tullock's one, and radically departs from the by-product theory of revolutions because it proposes a theory that provides public good considerations--instead of private interest rewards--as the engine for the motivations of the civilian actors.

 
The public good characteristic of the proposed theory would allow my framework to satisfy some stylized facts:  for example, the fact that in most of the Latin American military coups d'etat it is usually verified some sort of support of part of the civilian population but not any form of civilian resistance; the fact that most army officers take part in a coup but most civilian actors do not; and the fact a military coup d'etat which overthrows a democratic regime is generally preceded by a period of economic and social chaos, which may characterize a vacuum of power.


My theory was based upon the pressure groups approach to the economic policy, developed since the seminal work of Arthur Bentley (1908).  Under this framework a military coup d'etat which overthrows a democratic regime would provide public good considerations which serve to motivate the civilians actors to participate, because it will alter the rules of the redistributive game.  The change in the rules of the game embodied in a successful coup will bring about a new political-economic equilibrium, which will have associated changes in the redistributive success of the different groups, providing in this way the public considerations for civilian actors to take part in a coup.


In fact, these public good considerations are only present in military coups d'etat that overthrow democratic regimes; they are basically non-existent in coups that replace one military government with another, since the rules of the redistributive game will be greatly unaffected by just such a change of ruler.  This asymmetry has proved to be of great utility in analyzing the empirical plausibility of the proposed theory.


In the pursuit of this goal I have evaluated the hypothesis that a military coup d'etat which overthrows a democratic regime will produce significant changes in the outcome of the redistributive game (induced by the change in the rules of the game embodied in the coup) which will not be verified after a coup that only replaces a military ruler by another one, or after a democratic presidential transition (see Chapter 4).  I have made use of an indicator of macroeconomic rent seeking proposed by Eliakim Katz and Jacob Rosenberg (1989), which I have named the Bentley Index.


The information provided by this index satisfied the proposed theory since the behavior of the index in 15 different countries, at different periods of time, and using different available budget de​segregations, does not seem to reject the hypothesis that the budget related rent seeking activity will increase after a change of political regime but not after just a change of ruler; finally, in Chapter 5, I have provided an specific illustration by centering my interest in the Argentine case.


I do not wish to close this dissertation without highlighting, once again, the significance of the central factor, suggested by my theory, that may influence the likelihood of a military coup d'etat: the expected change in the rules of the redistributive game.  Under these terms, a military coup d'etat is better interpreted as the final outcome of a given set of basic laws rather than as the end result of erroneous eco​nomic policies, given that these policies are the end product of a redistributive game and the rules of this game are highly influenced by the basic laws of the country.


In conclusion, the consideration of the role played by civilian actors in military coups d'etat will help us to gain further insights into their causes; insights which are unattainable if we only consider the military side of the coup.






